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Approximate Embryonic and Fetal Losses

When Calving Rate is 30%
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--Genetic inheritance

--Non-genetic inheritance
(from egg & sperm)

--Environment




Conception Rate (or Pregnancy Rate)
Is not the Same as Embryonic Survival

The cow won’t get pregnant if:
She wasn'tin heat..........
The semen had gone bad..........
The semen was deposited in the wrong place......

Treatments to Improve Embryonic Survival
Won’t Solve These Problems:

heat detection

use of wrong TAl protocols
missed injections

poor semen storage

unskilled inseminators
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Be Careful When Interpreting Fertility Studies

L 25
(0 ®

“cg@r%oére multiple causes of low °
g@cé’btiqn rates and poor embryo.nic
%Lg\/l‘ﬁal . ® ° .
Ao 5- -

2)Tgatments 1o improve emiyychic survival
aistially target one Or asfevy caus@s of
%mbrﬂ%nic loss
c -10

N i 01234 6 7 8 910111213141516171819
3) Major causes of pQor.c cet§>t|on rates
udy, urp er :
vary between herds —treatments effective

iIn one herd may not be effective in another

4) It takes a lot of animals to have confidence
that a treatment improved pregnancy rate



STRATEGIES FOR IMPROVING
EMBRYONIC SURVIVAL

Use pharmaceuticals
Modify nutrition

Promote health and cow comfort
Use embryo transfer

Change genetic composition







